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to Pathian. Dogs are never sacrificed. I think this is the only
clan in which they are not. I failed to find out the cause of
this.

In the other clans the sacrifices are combined with festivals
either in connection with the crops, the dead, or Thangchhuah,
and are not simply in honour of the god.

The puithiam of the Lushais becomes " thempu " and in some
clans "khulpu." The last name seems to indicate his
responsibility for protecting the village from all ills and mis-
fortunes by performing the necessary sacrifices (khul = village,
pu= protector). He appears here as one of the village officials,
which is the natural result of the inhabitants of each village
being all of the same clan, instead of many clans, as among the
Lushais. The functions and methods of the thempu and
khulpu appear to be the same as those of his Lushai confrere.
There are various restrictions imposed on pregnant women.
Among the Anal she may not eat chillies or honey, and her
husband must not touch a snake or a corpse. The Kolhen
prohibit her from killing a snake, attending a funeral ceremony,
and eating a crab, eggs, and a certain vegetable called " chak "
in its young state. The Lamgang also debar her from touching
a corpse, but the prohibited articles of food are a sort of fish
called "ngarin" and a small animal which I have not succeeded
in identifying. The birth ceremonies are much alike; in every
clan there is a period during which the woman, and in
some cases the house, is "sherh." During this time the
mother's movements are restricted in some way.

Among the Aimol the period is five days in case of a
boy, and three in case of a girl; among the Anal and Purum,
three days in both cases; among the Chawte, Kom, and
Vaiphei, five. Among the Ohiru the period is extended to ten
days, during which the mother must not go out and no one but
near relations may enter the house. Among the Kolhen the
period is also ten days, but all women of the village may enter
the house; the mother must eat no flesh, and fowls only may be
sacrificed. Cohabitation is prohibited for three months. Among
the Tikhup the restriction on the mother's movements lasts
only till the disposal of the afterbirth by special persons
who clean up the house; till this is done no one may take a light